Parish of St. Ultan

BOHERMEEN CORTOWN BOYERSTOWN
THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (World Day of the Poor) 14™ NOVEMBER 2021
E-mail:bohermeenparish1@gmail.com www.bohermeenparish.ie
Office Tel: 046 907 3805 Fr. Andy Doyle. P.P. Mon-Fri 9.30-1.00

'We are called to be a welcoming caring faith community who bring people to Jesus who sends us
out with Good News for all'.

Today’s Gospel — Purgatory: Therapy of divine love by Fr. Silvester O’Flynn. OFM. Cap. The Irish Catholic
November is the month when we remember those who have died and we pray for the souls in purgatory.
Purgatory is not specifically mentioned in the Bible but the doctrine of purgatory is a beautiful development
which holds in unity two ideas that might appear to be contradictory. The doctrine of God’s holiness reminds
us of God’s majesty, unique otherness, glory and light, far beyond anything we might imagine, much less
deserve. The other doctrine is of God’s loving mercy. The all-holy God whom we could never deserve is also
the God of mercy who gives us a process of purification, namely purgatory. St Paul tells us that eye has not
seen, ear has not heard, it is even beyond our imagination all that God has prepared for those who love him.
Purgatory is the bridge across the deep chasm between our unworthiness and the dazzling light of the beatific
vision.

Punishment or purification? Many of us grew up with a Catechism which told us that purgatory was a state or
place of punishment where some souls suffer for a time before they go to heaven. The current Catechism of
the Catholic Church, published in 1994, under the watchful eye of Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, the future Pope
Benedict XVI, paints a very different picture. “All who die in God’s grace and friendship, but still imperfectly
purified, are indeed assured of their eternal salvation; but after death they undergo purification, so as to
achieve the holiness necessary to enter the joy of heaven” (Catechism 1030). The old Catechism spoke of
punishment and suffering. The new Catechism speaks of assured salvation and a process of purification.

Seeing God St John gives us this beautiful, uplifting insight into our future. “My dear people, we are already
the children of God but what we are to be in the future has not yet been revealed; all we know is, that when it
is revealed, we shall be like him because we shall see him as he really is. Surely everyone who entertains this
hope must purify himself, must try to be as pure as Christ” (1 John 3:2-3). So, what has to be purified? Any way
of thinking or behaving contrary to love of God and love of other people. Hands up anybody who thinks that
he/she is 100% perfect in charity. Great spiritual directors down the ages have listed seven deadly
sins or fault lines in our make-up: pride (glorification of me), covetousness, lust, envy, anger,
gluttony and sloth (laziness). These are roots of thought and behaviour which are contrary to the light of
Christ. They are like cataracts, a sort of fog that gradually grows over the lens of the eye. Nowadays a cataract
can be removed and replaced in a brief surgery. A lady who had cataracts removed from both eyes told me, “I
had forgotten what colour was like”. A person who has allowed sinful behaviour to develop has lost the
colourful memory of God’s love and human dignity. Some people refer to the loss of one’s moral compass. One
of the psalms reads: “Sin speaks to the sinner in the depth of his heart. There is no fear of God before his
eyes.”

A gradual therapy Purgatory, meaning purification in God’s merciful love, is a gradual process. Step by step, as
one is increasingly overwhelmed by the experience of God’s love, the cataracts of selfishness, lust, anger,
injustice etc. are cleansed from one’s vision. The journey to God is completed when the eyes of the soul are
completely cleansed. This is the beatific vision. “Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God.” A person
is then like a mirror, returning a perfect reflection of God. As we have heard from St John, “we shall be like him
because we shall see him as he really is”.

Is there suffering? Is there suffering in purgatory? Yes, but not physical pain or burning in fire. Purgatory is
God’s therapy of mercy. Psychotherapy or physiotherapy can cause a stab of pain when an injured part is
touched, but this is a step towards healing. “The truth shall set you free.” The therapy of God’s love which we
call purgatory confronts one with the painful truth of how one falls short of perfection. It is the pain you feel
when you recognise how much you have hurt others, or when you have allowed selfishness govern your life, or
when you realise how much God loves you and how poorly you have loved in return. That’s the pain of love
which is beautiful because it only comes in experiencing an overwhelming divine love.

Are the souls happy? Next question, are the souls in purgatory happy? Yes, intensely happy. As the Catechism
says, they are assured of their salvation. They are coming ever closer to the vision of God’s glory. Not for one
moment would they come back to this lesser level of life and love.
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Prayer in Union with the souls in Purgatory

O Lord, my God, for you I long, for you my soul is thirsting. When can | enter and see the face of God?



Remembrance Mass for the six priests of the Meath Diocese (Fr. Phonsie Mackin, Fr. Paddy Casey, Fr. M.V.
Daly, Fr. Gerry Rice, Fr. Paddy Keary and Monsignor Ted Dunne) who died during the Pandemic will take place
on Wednesday 17" November at 7.30pm in Mullingar Cathedral. Parishioners may wish to attend.

Remembrance Mass for those who died within the last year will be held on Friday November 26" at 7.30pm in
Bohermeen Church. If you would like loved ones from elsewhere remembered at this Mass please give the
names to Anne in the Parish Office by Wednesday 24" Nov.

Finances - Thank You-We wish to acknowledge and thank all those who have sent in their Offerings and
weekly envelopes and all those who pay by standing order. This really helps our finances. Thank you for your
help. It is greatly appreciated.
Offerings can be made by;
e |eaving your weekly envelopes into the Parish Office.
e goonline and do a weekly/monthly direct debit to
Bank of Ireland, Navan, IBAN IE04 BOFI 903509 8059 7424 BIC BOFIIE2D (please include your
box no.)

Building Fund €747.66 Priests Offerings €1635.00
Offertory Collections: Bohermeen - €382.44 Cortown - €109.57 Boyerstown —€255.65

PLEASE PLACE ALL ENVELOPES INTO THE BOXES AT THE ENTRANCES.

Mass Intentions 13— 215 November 2021

Bohermeen Church
Mass every weekday morning at 9.30am (Funeral replaces daily Mass).

Sat. 13*" November-Cortown at 6.00pm-for the people of the parish
Bohermeen-Sean Dunne-4" Anniversary
Patrick Mallon and dec’d family members
Sun. 14" November —Boyerstown at 10.00am-for the people of the parish
Bohermeen at 11.30am -MM-Maureen Brennan

Sat. 20" November — Boyerstown at 6.00pm — Hilda & John Conlan & dec’d members of the Doran Family
Bohermeen at 7.15pm - Rose & Mattie Yore-Ann. Mass
Sun. 21%t November - Cortown at 10.00am — for the people of the parish
Bohermeen at 11.30am - John Markey — 2" Anniversary
-Madeline Harrison — 3™ Anniversary

Ministers of the Word: Nov.13"—Isobel Hughes Nov. 14" Ray/Michelle Finnegan
Nov. 20" —DTiM Parent Nov. 21 DTiM Parent

Eucharistic Ministers: Sat. 13* Nov. Carmel McQuaid
Sun. 14" Nov. Kathleen Keating and Joe Murtagh

Pray Kathleen Henry, Cortown, Maureen Mullally, Mullingar (sister of Phil Fay) and Ben Reilly, Manchester
(late of Moyaugher, Cortown) for who died recently. May they rest in peace.

Tap to Donate- We have a new Tap to Donate facility in Bohermeen Church. It is an easy, secure and
confidential way to donate to our parish finances. The limit is set at €5.00.

St Ultan’s Historical society calendars will be available from members and the usual outlets on Monday
November 15%™, this is the 10" calendar and is a limited print edition, also some volumes of “Memories &
Recollections” are also available in local shops and society members.

St. Joseph’s NS, Boyerstown are now accepting applications for enrolment for September 2022. Enrolment
forms are available from the School Office which can be contacted at boyerstownns@gmail.com or 046
9027252. The deadline for receipt of completed enrolment forms is Friday, 19" November 2021.
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